
Skills and concepts to be developed and 
assessed (linking to identified AOs) 
Reading – Awareness of a writer’s context. 
Comprehension of events and inference of 
meaning through a writer’s choice of language. 
Exploring a key theme across a text. 
Writing creatively - Structuring a piece of 
writing with a clear focus on the development 
of an idea across a text. Conscious choices in 
vocabulary and also stylistic devices. 
Awareness of structure and cohesion. 
Spoken language – performance/ 
presentational skills. Taking an active role 
within discussions.  
 
Conceptual focus: 
An opportunity for students to study two 
Shakespeare plays: ’Much Ado About Nothing’ 
and ’Romeo and Juliet’. Students will explore a 
plot and character and prepare them for the 
demands of Literature study at GCSE, and 
beyond. Pupils shall be given the opportunity 
to explore and analyse Shakespeare’s craft as 
well as the conventions of Shakespeare’s plays. 
They will be expected to question and explore 
the use of language and to begin to appreciate 
the writer’s intention.  
 
Factual knowledge to be taught and assessed 
(including subject specific vocabulary). 
Keywords:  
 
Formative Assessment/key pieces of work prior 
to end of unit: 
Courtly love  Metaphorical imagery 
Atypical  Allusion 
Subvert  Rhyming Couplet 
Parallel  Prologue 

Writing: Throughout the unit of work, pupils 
will be given opportunities to draft a dramatic 
monologue in which the character discusses 
their point of view. 

Reading: Analysing and explaining how 
language is used by Shakespeare in a scene 
from ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

Summative Assessment 
Spoken Language: Ongoing pair/ group 
discussions carried out about different 
elements of the plays and their context. 
 
Writing: A dramatic monologue as a character 
from the play ‘Romeo and Juliet’, discussing 
love. 
 
Reading Analysing and explaining how a 
growing attraction is presented in Act 1 Scene 
5 of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 
 
Building Retention: What prior learning must be 
built upon/revisited and how will it be assessed? 
Reading: the analytical skills required at 
secondary level will be introduced, developed 
and applied to a challenging yet engaging form. 
Students will likely have been exposed to 
reading some Shakespeare texts at KS2 and so 
some elements of this will be revisited.  
 
Writing: pupils embed and develop their 
creative writing skills (from KS2) and will be 
introduced to new learning on structure and 
crafting of a dramatic monologue.  
 
Spoken language: Building upon the spoken 
language work in primary, students are given 
the opportunity to present information to their 
peers. They will also look at turn-taking and 
using questions to develop ideas fully. 
 
Spelling-Punctuation-Grammar 
How will you promote high standards within this 
module? 
Expectation of proof reading and self -
correcting of written work for technical 
accuracy. Written work will be edited and 
redrafted to build a sense of ‘success’. 
Expectation of written & spoken work is well 
suited to purpose and audience and 
grammatically correct. Adopting standard 
English at all times. 
Accuracy in spelling of key words and learning 

the definitions of vocabulary provided. 
 
Link forward: where next for the learning? 
The three core skills addressed in this unit are 
revisited regularly throughout the five year 
long term plan and beyond to embed and 
develop learning. Most immediately, is the 
study of ‘Macbeth’ at GCSE in KS4. 
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