
The Chantry School Retrieval Tasks in preparation for the GCSE 2020 summer exams 
DEPARTMENT: Computer Science TEACHER: JD CLASS: 11A & 11B 

WEEK 
COMMENCING 

REVISION TOPIC TASK 
APPROXIMATE 
COMPLETION 

TIME 
DUE DATE 

10th Feb 1.2 Memory 

Explain the difference between volatile 
and non-volatile memory, and give an 
example of each. 
Why is volatile memory necessary on a 
general-purpose computer system? 

45 mins 11A – 24/02/20 
11B – 26/02/20 
 

10th Feb 1.4 Wired and wireless networks 
List 4 types of hardware needed for a 
network, and explain the purpose of 
each. 

30 mins 11A – 24/02/20 
11B – 26/02/20 
 

24th Feb 1.7 Systems Software 
Create a mindmap for operating 
systems showing 5 different functions 
they perform. Explain each function. 

45 mins 11A – 02/03/20 
11B – 04/03/20 
 

2nd March 
1.8 Ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental concerns 

Describe 5 positives and 5 negatives of 
the following technology area (including 
environmental, cultural, privacy and 
stakeholders): 
Many websites use tracking software to 
track their customers’ web activity. 
Discuss the use of online tracking of 
individuals’ web use. 

45 mins 11A – 09/03/20 
11B – 11/03/20 
 

9th March 2.2 Programming techniques 
Write a definition of the terms 
‘abstraction’, ‘decomposition’ and 
‘algorithmic thinking’. 

30 mins 11A – 16/03/20 
11B – 18/03/20 
 



16th March 2.3 Producing robust programs 

Re-write the following selection code to 
be more maintainable (add indents 
where needed and comments to explain 
what it does). 
age = int(input(“Enter your 

age: “)) 

if age >= 18: 

print(“You’re an adult”) 

elif age < 14: 

print(“You’re a young adult”) 

else: 

print(“You’re a child”) 

What could you change to make sure 
the code doesn’t fail if the user enters 
erroneous data? 

45 mins 11A – 23/03/20 
11B – 25/03/20 
 

23rd March 2.4 Computational Logic 

Draw the 3 logic gates AND, OR and 
NOT. 
Write the truth tables for them. 
Label them with the correct symbols 
used to represent them. 
Now draw the circuit represented by: 
Y = B V (¬ A) 

30 mins 11A – 30/03/20 
11B – 01/04/20 
 

30th March 2.5 Translators and facilities of languages 

A developer has finished creating some 
software code and it is ready to be 
released within their company to use. It 
has to be translated first. Would they 
use an interpreter or a compiler to do 
this and why? 
Explain why the code needs to be 
translated. 

30 mins 11A – 20/04/20 
11B – 22/04/20 
 

30th March 2.2 Programming techniques 

The current rate of exchange between 
pounds and euros is £1 = €1.18 
A function convert_euros() takes 
the cost of an item in pounds as a 
parameter. It calculates and returns the 
value in euros. 
Use pseudocode to create an algorithm 
for the function convert_euros(). 

45 mins 11A – 20/04/20 
11B – 22/04/20 
 



 
The tasks above have been created to focus on some of the knowledge and skills you will need in your mock exams. This is not all of your revision you need to do, but we are trying to 
model to you good study/revision habits.    When completing the tasks, try to do it without any use of books, phones or internet.  The idea is to see how much you remember.  Once you 
have done as much as you can, revisit and complete using the relevant materials. Not all tasks will be marked, but they will be applied or tested in lessons.   
These are compulsory tasks. Please note, substandard completion of tasks will mean they will be completed again in your own time after school.  We are trying to help, guide and 

ensure that you do as well as you possibly can.  Completing the tasks now to the best of your ability will ensure you can use and revisit them as the exams approach closer in May 2020. 


