
Year 7 THRESHOLD CRITERIA 

ENGLISH 

 AO1 A02 AO3 AO4 AO5 
Reading AO1 Writing 1: Content and Organisation Writing 2: Technical 

Accuracy 
Giving a presentation in a formal 

setting 
Listening and responding 

 
EXCELLENT 

Points are thoughtfully identified 
often synthesising information 
from different places 
Apt textual reference and 
quotations used to support points 
Different layers of meaning 
securely based on textual detail 
e.g. connotations 
Thoughtful comments are made 
which consider wider significance 
of the ideas/language and how 
this might contribute to overall 
meaning 
Detailed explanation of writer’s 
language with appropriate 
terminology  
Comments on the writer’s use of 
language will draw together 
thoughtful conclusions about how 
the language contribute to the 
overall effect on the reader 
Detailed and thoughtful 
exploration of structural and 
organisational features with 
comments on the effects 
achieved 
Viewpoint of a writer is clearly 
identified and developed through 
close references to the text and 
an awareness of how the time in 
which it was written influences 
the writer’s intent and choices 
Able to give explanations on the 

textual conventions used in texts 

across different times 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of writing is clear and 
imaginatively matched to the 
audience. Style is mostly appropriate 
to the task with the level of formality 
and devices used to achieve effect. 
Conventions of form are familiar and 
used purposefully 
Relevant content and ideas are 
developed with imaginative detail 
A convincing individual voice or 
viewpoint is established and mostly 
sustained 
Content is clearly controlled, signalled 
and sequenced with the reader’s 
reaction in mind. Within paragraphs 
cohesive devices are used and 
contribute to the text’s 
effect/purpose. Paragraphing can also 
be manipulated for effect/meaning 
Effective use of simple/complex 
sentences to achieve 
purpose/meaning and overall effect. 
Beginning to use sentence features to 
clarify/ emphasise meaning. Evidence 
of embedded clauses.  
Often ambitious vocabulary choices 

made and used appropriately for 

audience, purpose and effect 

A range of punctuation 
used accurately to 
demarcate sentences – 
including speech 
punctuation  
Syntax and punctuation 
within the sentence is 
generally accurate e.g. 
embedded clauses, semi 
colons to create 
compound sentences 
Uses Standard English 
appropriately  
Correct spelling in the 

majority but there may 

be occasional errors with 

double consonants or 

ambitious vocabulary 

choices etc. 

Explores complete ideas with 
precision and effect 
Is confident in the delivery, 
making regular eye contact and 
speaking in a way that is clear 
and controlled 
Adapts vocabulary so that it is 
well-matched to purpose and 
audience of the talk 
Uses other non-verbal features 
to engage the audience with 
little ‘reading’ from notes or 
prompts 
Will be engaging to watch 

Manages and manipulates talk or 
responses to position the listener 
Can draw upon and develop 
other speaker’s ideas 
Can sustain roles and 

responsibilities given within the 

group and will sometimes shape 

overall direction of the talk 



 
PROFICIENT 

Identifies the most relevant 
points from different places 
within a text, stating them clearly  
Comments made to develop 
points use clear and relevant 
quotations which are appropriate 
in length 
Clear and developed explanations 
of inferences are made, often 
drawing conclusions about 
characters/events, and supported 
by relevant evidence 
Various different features of 
writer’s use of language are 
identified and explained, 
including individual words 
Clear and relevant comments are 
made about the effect of writer’s 
language choices 
Relevant features of structure 
and organisation are identified 
and explained showing an 
awareness of craft 
Viewpoints of writers are 
identified and explained with 
awareness of how the time in 
which it is written might impact 
on choices made by the writer 
Will be able to make comments 

about similarities and differences 

between texts and offer some 

explanation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main purpose of writing is clear and 
now consistently maintained 
throughout the piece. Style is 
appropriate and maintains the 
reader’s interest, whilst main features 
of the selected form are 
established/adapted 
Relevant content and ideas are 
developed with some imaginative 
detail 
There is a clear viewpoint established 
within the writing and this is generally 
consistent and elaborated on at times 
Content is structured clearly and 
sentences are organised into 
paragraphs. The ideas within the text 
are managed effectively and there is a 
sense of linking between individual 
paragraphs and the opening and 
closing 
There will be a variety in the length, 
subject and structure of sentences 
with some subordination throughout. 
A wider range of connectives will be 
used 
Reasonably wide vocabulary will be 

used independently and chosen for 

effect 

Sentences are 
demarcated accurately 
throughout the text with 
some control of a range 
of punctuation 
Speech marks denote 
speech accurately  
Commas being used in 
lists and to mark clauses,  
Uses Standard English 
mostly when writing  
Correct spelling of most 

grammatical and content 

words 

Expresses and explains relevant 
ideas to the topic with some 
elaboration to make meaning 
explicit 
Structures the talk to support 
meaning and to ensure that the 
information is conveyed in a way 
that makes sense to the 
audience 
Varies vocabulary so that it suits 
the purpose and audience 
Uses some non-verbal features 

to suit the audience but is 

generally confident and does not 

rely heavily on prompts 

Shares responses deliberately to 
clarify and engage the listeners 
Shows a clear understanding of 
what’s being said and will 
introduce new ideas/ material  
Takes on straightforward roles 

within the group 



 
DEVELOPING 

Some relevant points being 
identified in a text/s 
Comments made support points 
about the text and include some 
relevant quotations from the text 
Comments make inferences 
about the text which are based 
on evidence and language use 
Two or three different features of 
the writer’s language are 
identified and supported by some 
comments about the writer’s 
choice 
Some structural and 
organisational choices/features 
are identified and supported with 
comment 
Some comments made show an 
awareness of writer’s viewpoint 
and how the time in which it was 
written influences the writer’s 
viewpoint and choices made 
Can identify and make some 
attempt to comment on features 
that are common between texts 
Gives a general comment on how 

the meaning of a text is effected 

by the context of the 

reader/writer 

Main purpose of writing is evident but 
not always maintained. Style is 
generally appropriate to the task and 
main features of the selected form are 
used  
Relevant content and ideas chosen 
with some development. 
There is a straightforward viewpoint 
established and maintained 
Content is generally organised in a 
logical and clustered way, with a fitting 
opening and closing; there is some 
linking between paragraphs/sections. 
The writing will mainly be made up of 
simply structured sentences with 
occasional subordination  
Deliberate vocabulary choices in places 

which are relevant to topic 

Sentences usually 
demarcated accurately 
with capital letters, full 
stops, question and 
exclamation marks 
A limited use of speech 
punctuation but it is 
attempted  
Attempts to punctuate 
within sentences but 
often comma splicing  
Correct spelling of 

common grammatical 

function words e.g. 

theirs, and common 

context words 

Expresses straightforward ideas 
and feelings about the topic with 
some relevant details 
Organises the talk to help the 
listener 
Adapts language choices at times 
to suit the content of the talk 
and the audience  
Makes some/little eye contact 

but may use prompts regularly 

Shows an awareness of the 
listener and attempts to engage 
them 
Responds to the speaker’s main 
ideas and will try to develop 
them through relevant comment 
or suggestions 
Attempts different roles with 

others 

 
ACQUIRING 

Identify the most obvious and 
straightforward ideas in a text/s 
Makes simple comments about 
the text but might not always be 
relevant to the steer/ focus given 
Can include simple references to 
text and in some cases direct 
quotations 
Identifies basic features of 
writer’s use of language but with 
simple comment about them 
Can make straightforward 
inferences about a writer’s use of 
language  
A few basic features of 

Purpose is established at a general 
level and they begin to use one or two 
of the main features of selected form. 
There are simple attempts to create an 
appropriate style for the reader 
Simple appropriate ideas included  
Attempts to adopt a viewpoint or 
attitude but this is not maintained 
Simple attempt to organise and 
sequence ideas logically 
Mainly simple sentences used. There 
may be some variety in sentence 
openings. Clauses will mostly be 
connected with ‘and’. 
Simple vocabulary; simple linguistic 

Sentence demarcation 
with capital letters and 
full stops is attempted 
Some accurate use of 
question and 
exclamation marks at the 
end of sentences 
Clause structures are 
mostly grammatically 
correct (subject + verb) 
Correct spelling of the 

high frequency 

grammatical words e.g. 

with, all 

Recounts ideas or experiences 
through sustained speaking 
turns. Ideas are connected but 
may not be explained 
Organises talk to help the 
listener, but with some moments 
being less clear  
Makes specific vocabulary 
choices from prompts/support 
given or provided. Attempts to 
suit the content and audience 
Uses non-verbal features such as 

a visual aid to help match 

purpose 

Clear overall contributions, but 
may not be engaging fully 
Listens and responds to the 
speaker when prompted 
Some contributions made will be 

helpful 



 

organisation at text level e.g. it 
tells you about the different types 
of cars 
Simple comment to identify the 
writer’s main viewpoint/purpose 
and some basic contextual 
information 
Simple connections made 
between texts identified 

devices 


