
7th September 2017 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Re: Edexcel GCSE Business Studies Controlled Assessment 

 

Currently, in Business Studies, students are being guided through the requirements of their 

controlled assessment task which accounts for 25% of their final Business Studies GCSE grade. 

I felt it was important that you are made aware of the nature of the controlled assessment task 

and the timeframe for its completion.  

 

The Controlled Assessment task requires students to carry out research to enable them to answer 

a specific business question which is set by the exam board. This is focused around a “small” 

local business of the student’s choice. Once the research has been gathered students are then 

required to analyse the collected data and use this to make a justified recommendation to answer 

the question. Students need to have identified the Business they will base their assessment 

on by Monday 18th September.   

  

The exam board set limits on the amount of time students are allowed to carry out the research 

(approx. 6 hours), the write up (max. 3 hours) and also on the access students are allowed to 

their research once they start their write-up - i.e. students are allowed to have access to their 

research during the write-up but between write-up sessions all research must be held at school, 

and no further research can be added to the folder once the write-up begins. The controlled 

assessment is completed under exam conditions.   

 

Students will commence the research element of their controlled assessment the week 

beginning 18th September 2017. They will have 5 hours of lesson time plus any extra time they 

feel necessary to conduct primary research from home/ at the business of their choice.  

 

The write-up element will be undertaken in lesson time starting the week beginning 2nd 

October 2017.  Pupils are not allowed to take any work home at this point. At the end of the 

third hour of lesson time pupils must hand in their controlled assessment to be marked and 

moderated.   

 

During Business Studies lessons it is essential that students make the most of the time provided 

to them.  For extra support they can drop in to see me at lunchtime, attend homework club, or 

after school on Thursdays from 3.30pm until 4.15pm. They are also likely to require your 

support in the research they must undertake outside of the classroom. This might be in the form 

of helping them choose and contact an appropriate business, answering questionnaires 

(especially if you are a customer of the business they are researching) and checking they have 

carried out their research.  

 

Please note – the Business Studies controlled assessment can only be submitted once, the exam 

board does not allow pupils to re-sit.      

 

If you have any further queries regarding the controlled assessment please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Helen Archer  

Head of Business Studies 


