
Skills and concepts to be developed and 

assessed (linking to identified AOs) 

 

The three core skills in English are taught and 

assessed in this comprehensive unit. 

 

Reading – analysis of language, structure and form. 

Writing  - gathering and summarising information 

in order to write a literary non-fiction biography. 

Style and technical accuracy will be key. 

Spoken language – performance/ presentational 

skills as a group 

 

All skills are revisited throughout the English 

curriculum and assessed at GCSE (English Language 

and English Literature) 

 

Conceptual focus: 

The National Curriculum for English states that 
pupils must study a range of high quality literature 
with at least two Shakespeare plays at Key Stage 3. 
This unit introduces pupils to William Shakespeare’s 
life, times and work—and allows them a beginner’s 
study of ’Much Ado About Nothing’. Shakespeare 
continues to have an appeal which transcends the 
times in which he wrote. To encourage a broader 
perception of the play, emphasis is placed upon 
exploring the language within their context as well 
as on encouraging students to develop 
sophisticated interpretations of them.  
 
Factual knowledge to be taught and assessed 

(including subject specific vocabulary). 
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Formative Assessment/key pieces of work 

prior to end of unit: 

 

Writing: Creative writing response to an image or 

poem line as stimulus.  
 
Reading Explore how poets use language to 

present Nature in 2 poems of your choice (one must 
be from the LH). 2-3 PEAR paragraphs  

Summative Assessment: 

Spoken Language: Peer assessment of paired 

presentations about the Great Depression and 

Migrant Workers /Inequality 

 

Writing: Students should use a poem of their 

choice (from what has been studied) and transform 
it into a piece of descriptive writing . 
 
Reading Academic essay response to the task:  

Explore the ways in which nature is presented 
within two of the poems you have studied (PEAR 

paragraphs to structure an essay response) 

 

Building Retention: What prior learning 

must be built upon/revisited and how will it 

be assessed? 

 

Building on the study of poetry in Year 7 ‘Poetry—
Characters on Edge’.  
Analytical/ comparative and evaluative skills are 
regularly revisited throughout the English 
curriculum in incrementally more challenging 
contexts. This unit will see students being required 
to compare and write academically about two 

poems.. 

 

Spelling-Punctuation-Grammar 

How will you promote high standards within 

this module? 

 

Expectation of proof reading and self -correcting of 

written work for technical accuracy. 

Expectation of written & spoken work is well 

suited to purpose and audience and grammatically 

correct. 

Accuracy in spelling of key words and learning the 

definitions. 

 

Link forward: where next for the learning? 

The three core skills addressed in this unit are 

revisited regularly throughout GCSE, which begins 

in Year 9, and form the basis for the skills required 

in their final examinations and beyond. 

 

The next time Shakespeare’s work will be revisited 

is  in Year 9, when they begin to explore their 

GCSE set text. 
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