
Factual knowledge to be taught and assessed 

(including subject specific vocabulary). 

 

Using a range of short stories and extracts including such 

extracts as: Tell Tale Heart, The Signalman, The Red 

Room,  The Man with the Yellow Face, The kitbag, 

Northanger Abbey, Dracula Frankenstein, The Monk, 

Woman in Black  

Ambiguity, character, chronological, contrast, cumulative, 
flashback, foreshadowing, juxtaposition, pace, 

protagonist, antagonist, archetypal, red herring(fallacy/

distraction), revelation, reversal, secrets, setting,  tone, 

Freytag’s arc, exposition, climax, denouement , narrative 

perspective 

Colour, Duplicity, Grotesque, Obscurity, Pathetic fallacy, 

Psychological,  Subversion, Visual motifs, Unreliable 

narrator, 

Key Skills: 

Understanding, selection and analysis of how the short 

story genre creates meaning. 

Appreciation, selection and application of how gothic 

genre conventions create meaning and engagement for 

the reader. 

Analysis and questioning of language and  structure 

Interpretation, sustained comment and  personal thinking 

of ideas 

Selection of most relevant evidence to support ideas 

Precise knowledge. identification and use of prose 

terminology (including stylistic devices and structure 

terminology 

Writing to create a particular genre utilizing the 

conventions. 

Crafting writing to have a specific effect on the reader 

 

Skills and concepts to be developed and assessed 

(linking to identified AOs) 

Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should 

be able to: 

AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 

information and ideas. Select and synthesise evidence 

from different texts. 

AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to achieve effects and influence 

readers, using relevant subject terminology to support 

their views. 

AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with 

appropriate textual references. 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 

selecting and adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and audiences.  Organise 

information and ideas, using structural and grammatical 

features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.  

AO6  Pupils must use a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 

accurate spelling and punctuation 

 

Formative Assessment/key piece of work prior to 

end of unit: 

Based upon the 3 questions from GCSE English Paper 1. 

These are to be completed at various times throughout 

the studying of the module.  Ideally it should be 

completed at separate times after modelling rather than 

all at one time. Types of questions are: 

2.  How does the writer use language to… (close analysis 

of 7 lines) 

3.  How does the structure (complete short story) 

4.  To what extent do you agree with the statement 

provided (20 marks) 

Pupils should be given a 2nd opportunity to redraft or 

practise the above questions again prior to the 

summative assessment in Week 10 

Writing  

Throughout the unit of work, pupils will be given 

opportunities to develop their creative writing skills, 

modelled upon well respected examples.   

From Week 5 pupils will be given the opportunity to 

plan, redraft and create their own gothic short story (or 

exposition of a gothic novel) based upon their increased 

knowledge and models they have studied.  

The focus is on redrafting and crafting the writing 
thinking about the impact s/he wants to have the reader.  

The story will be built up over a period of time for 

homeworks and weekly feedback and targets will be 

given both by the teacher and peers.  A Learning 

conversation sheet will support the process so pupils, 

parents, teacher and peers can make informative 

comments.  

 

Summative Assessment 

Reading Assessment: Woman in Black Extract 1 

hour 

2. How does the writer use language here to describe 

the effects of the setting? (8 marks) 

3.  How has the writer structured the text to interest 

you as a reader? (8 marks) 

4. A student, having read this section of the text said: 

“The writer brings the setting to life for the reader. It is 

as if you are there with the narrator.” 

To what extent do you agree? (20 marks) 

Writing Assessment: 

Completion of gothic short story or exposition to a 

short story based upon either a picture stimulus, opening 

line or title.   

 

Building Retention: 

Students will already have an understanding of the 

writers’ craft from their studies in Y7. A selection of the 

short stories and extracts will build upon from this 

foundation.  . This unit will build on and extend their 

comprehension in readiness for their paper 1 English 

Language exam. Teachers will ascertain prior knowledge 

and differentiate accordingly to support pupil progress. 

 

Spelling-Punctuation-Grammar 

Pupils will use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose and effect with accurate 

spelling and punctuation. 

When pupils are crafting and redrafting their gothic short 

stories, inaccuracies will be identified with a . and it will 

be expected pupils correct these before continuing.   
 

Link forward:  Where next for the learning?  

The analysis of language and structural features will be 

further explored in the spring term in the poetry unit. 

 

Creative writing will be revisited once again in Year, in 

preparation for English paper 1 Section B.   
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