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Important dates for your diary:
Sat.22 Oct.—Sun. 30
Oct.— Half-term holiday
Mon. 31 Oct.—
Professional Development Day (3)
Tues. 1 Nov. school reopens to pupils.
Thur. 10 Nov.—Y11 Targeted Parents’ Eve.
Thur. 17 Nov.—Y11
GCSE Awards Eve.
Thu. 24 Nov.—Y11 Parents’ Revision Conference
Thur. 1 Dec.—Y8 Parents’ Eve.
Tues. 13 to Thur.15 Dec.
—’Bugsy Malone’ school
production
Fri. 16 Dec. :

 Charity non-uniform
day for Guide Dogs
for the Blind

 Y11 School Carol Service at St. Peter’s
Church at 11.00am

 School closes earlier
for pupils for the
Christmas holidays,
buses leave at
12.30pm

Tues. 3 Jan. 2017 school
re-opens

Friends

Dear Parents/Carer

tion.

I am pleased to be able to forward to you
our first newsletter of the year. A lot has
happened since September, and an outline of some of the events are contained
here. From success on the sports field to
a debating competition success, and a
visit to the Archbishop of Canterbury, it
has been an interesting half term. I hope
you enjoy reading about them.

Coming up at the end of the next half term
is the school production of Bugsy Malone.
Rehearsals are well under way for performances in the last week of the term, and
tickets will shortly be on sale via the
school office. This promises to be an excellent event, with a large cast and live
band. If you have seen the recent musical
productions of ‘Grease’ and ‘We Will Rock
You’, you will know it will be a very good
night’s entertainment. If you are yet to
have that pleasure, please do consider
coming along to one of the performances
in December.

We have, of course, welcomed a new Y7
group into school this term. Staff have
been very impressed by their start, and a
good work ethos that is already evident. It
is good to see the youngest pupils taking
advantage of the opportunities on offer.
Please do continue to encourage your
son/daughter to get involved in extracurricular opportunities; it is always true
that the more they put in to school, the
more they get out.
Parents may be aware of our long term
plan to achieve a 3G sports pitch on the
school site. We have been pursuing funding for this from various sources over the
last two years. Reluctantly, and regrettably, we have decided that the project is
not viable at present, largely due to the
lack of support from large funding bodies
for a facility such as this in a rural location.
We were successful in securing part of the
funding from Malvern Hills District Council,
from the money related to housing development, but unfortunately the total sum
fell short of the large amount required to
build a pitch of this nature. We are still
pursuing planning permission, and do not
rule out a future round of bidding, but for
now we will be continuing to play sports
on the most traditional of surfaces - the
grass.

Many thanks to parents and carers for all
their support, and to pupils and staff for
their hard work in the first half term this
year. I wish you all a good half term break.
Please remember school re-starts for pupils on Tuesday 1st November.
Andy Dickenson, Headteacher

Harvest festival

A big thank you to all of the parents, pupils
and friends of Chantry for donating to our
Harvest Festival again this year. Together,
your contributions provided Worcester
Food bank with one of the largest single
donations of food that they receive every
year, apart from those that are raised by
supermarkets. This really shows how our
efforts here benefit our local community,
particularly those in need of a little extra
help when life gets tough. In 2015, over
3000 emergency food parcels were sent
to people in crisis, and your donations this
year will contribute towards those packages. The food bank will be sending us the
Thank you to all those parents who re- official weight of donated items so that we
turned questionnaires in the summer re- can aim to give even more to them again
garding provision at the school. I have next year!
Miss Palmer
written separately to parents to explain the
outcome of this exercise. A key outcome
of that will be the establishment of some
Parents’ Forum, where we will be able to
engage in deeper dialogue with parents
who may wish to discuss further issues
and questions around their child’s educa-

Please keep your eyes open for a questionnaire we are
going to be sending home soon with an invitation to you
to get involved by making ONE offer of help during the
rest of the year. The monthly planning meetings are
GET INVOLVED. KEEP INFORMED
well attended (AGM on Thursday 3 November!), but we
The academic year has got off to a flying start for The do need more people on board with serving refreshChantry Friends. Many thanks to all who have felt able ments at events etc. Thank you.
to support what has been going on. Most recently, we
raised £288.87 at Applefest last Saturday from the sale Lorna Davies and Paul Wilcox
of refreshments and the raffle of the stupendous SIX Chairs of Chantry Friends
apple-themed hampers; your generous donations were
amazing!

Goodbyes

and

Hellos

At the end of September we said a
sad farewell to Vicky Warr, our Librarian. We would like to thank Vicky for
all her hard work over the nine years
she has been at The Chantry School.
She has moved on to pastures new
and we send her our very best wishes
for the future.

Claire Haley, Art teacher/Art Technician left us also at the end of September. Claire started work here at The
Chantry in 2003. We thank her for all
her hard work and send her all our
good wishes for the future.
This term we have welcomed into
school Mrs Beverley Lowe our new
Cover Supervisor, Chloe Wilson a new
Lunchtime Supervisor and Sandra
Pedersen part-time Art teacher. We
hope you all settle in to your new jobs
and enjoy working at The Chantry
School.

Library -

ing with my team through our ups and
downs has really helped me build valuable skills that I will use in later life. In
particular it has added to my teamwork
and communication skills as well as
building my self-confidence. Thank
you D of E!
Harvey Allen, Y11

Drama

On Friday 14th October 2016 the Year
10 GCSE Drama students set off to
Birmingham REP to watch the astonishing Kneehigh Theatre perform 946:
The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips.
Imagine being told to leave your
home. Imagine American soldiers occupying your house and land. Imagine
being 12 and angry, with only a cat to
tell your secrets to.
Well it all happened (most of it anyway) in Slapton Sands, Devon, in
1944. Based on Michael Morpurgo’s
novel, 946: The Amazing Story Of
Adolphus Tips uses music, puppetry
and foolishness to tell this tale of war,
prejudice and love. Tender, political
and surprisingly romantic, this story
speaks to us all and will finally reveal
the secrets the US and British governments tried to keep quiet.

BOOK Amnesty!
As we reach half-term and the nights
are drawing in, what better way to
spend a couple of hours than having a
good sort through school bags and
your homes to locate any stray books
belonging to The Chantry School?
Library books, unwanted set texts,
subject text books…. Any books will “A profoundly moving celebration of
be welcome, in any condition—no the love and hope Morpurgo writes
about in his books”
questions asked.
“An utterly refreshing family drama”
A large box will be left on the librar- “A wonderfully life-affirming piece of
ian’s desk in the Library during the theatre……. touchingly and gloriously
week following half-term (1st-4th No- imaginative”
vember). Just pop the books in there A great time was had by all students
any time the Library is open. All con- and staff, now the hard work begins
tributions gratefully received. Many preparing for the written exam based
thanks in anticipation.
on the live performance.
Mrs Kerry Barnett, Library Manager
For information : Library opening times
(Autumn term)
Monday:
Break (10.55-11.10) Lunch (1.151.50pm)
Tuesday:
Closed at break, Lunch (1.15-1.50)
Wednesday:
Closed at break, Lunch (1.15-1.50)
Thursday:
Closed at break, Lunch (1.15-1.50)
Friday:
Break (10.55-11.10, Lunch (1.15-1.50)
Lunchtimes includes Homework club.

Duke of Edinburgh

On Saturday 1st October I completed
my Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
expedition. My group and I walked
through the beautiful West Midlands
countryside for six hours on Friday and
Saturday and then camped overnight.
We had to prepare our own meals and
build the campsite, as well as carrying
everything for this in our rucksacks
throughout the expedition. It was a
very enjoyable experience and work-

Ms Jo Poulter

Computer

Science

At the end of the summer term, all
Year 7 pupils had the option of taking
home a free BBC Microbit computer to
try out coding activities on. A competition was run during the summer holidays to ask pupils to create something
imaginative with their Microbit. They
didn’t disappoint! The final completed
entries were:
1.

George Fisher-Edwards and
Johnnie Osborne with “Super Awesome Microbit Robot #2000”. (A
robot created using Meccano and
various components, programmed
to move using the Microbit.)
2.
Ben Juckes with “Flipatron
2K16”. (A Microbit attached to a
frying pan that uses a sensor to tell
you if you’ve flipped a pancake correctly.)
3.
Amy Sydenham with “Javascript
Compass”. (A screen device to
show you which direction you are
pointing in.)
The competition was judged by Dr
Dickenson and the chosen winner was

Ben Juckes.
A big well done to all of the entrants
for their hard work, creativity and skill.
Ms Jan Dowding

Business

Studies

News

Chantry Friends have very kindly
funded the Young Enterprise Company Programme this year and we have
a large group of budding entrepreneurs who are working as a team to
set up and run their very own business
venture. Keep your eyes peeled for
them in and around school and at the
Worcester Christmas Fayre.
Mrs Helen Archer

Meeting the Archbishop
of Canterbury
This half-term I had the privilege of
taking twelve Year 9 and 10 pupils to
meet the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, at Worcester Cathedral.
It was a fantastic experience to see
this world religious leader, and our
pupils made the most of the opportunity to quiz him about the Church’s attitude towards all sorts of contemporary
issues. Topics that were raised ranged
from same-sex marriages, war, how
we can help the refugee crisis, Brexit
and the Clinton vs Trump debate! Jacob Edwards in Year 10 asked whether the unity of the Church takes precedent over individual liberty. The Archbishop gave a lengthy answer to his
question, and it was obvious that he
valued individual freedom of choice
when it comes to relationships, but
that unity develops and strengthens
communities. Harrison Gibbins in Year
9 asked the Archbishop if he thought
that the Church should play a more
active role in parliament, and his decisive answer was no. Having said that,
we were in no doubt as to who would
get his vote in the American presidential contest – just ask one of those
present to find out who he supports!
By the end of the discussion, pupils
felt that he was a genuinely honest,
reflective and humorous man, who
made a lot of sense, even if not everyone agrees with the religious convictions that he holds. I am sure that we
warmed him up nicely for his interview
with Jeremy Vine that evening!
Miss Palmer

Harvest festival
A big thank you to all of the parents,
pupils and friends of Chantry for donating to our Harvest Festival again this
year. Together, your contributions provided Worcester Food bank with one of

Physical Education
Boys Sports News and achievements
Autumn
term
2016
The Autumn term has once again
seen a good attendance at clubs and
training sessions. Our Rugby teams
have left off where they finished last
year and the expectation of strong
performances and the tradition of
victories continues. The Year 9 Rugby team have played well with a victory 42-12 against Bishop Perowne
and an outstanding 52-0 win in the
first round of the County Cup against
The Chase School.
Congratulations to Hak Sammi and
Eddie Gillet who are members of the
U15 Worcestershire County Rugby
Squad- We wish them well for this
coming season.
The Year 7 and 8 Rugby teams
made a pleasing start to their season
this last week with good performances against Tudor Grange Academy.
Although the daylight hours are
drawing in we will be playing and
training regularly under our flood
lights next term.

done to the Leaders in Years 9 and
10 who helped with the Dance Festival on 14th September. With their
encouragement and care, over 200
children from The Chantry Pyramid
schools enjoyed workshops related
to the Rio Olympics.
Boccia sessions at lunch times.
Two Young Leaders from Year 9 are
helping to run the Boccia sessions in
the Dance Studio each week. They
help to plan the activities and games
and encourage children to play from
Martley Primary School. Well done to
Adam Scurrell and Jodie Whiteman.
Netball coaching at the Primary
schools : It’s good to know that a
few Young Leaders, with expertise in
Netball, are helping to coach the children in Broadheath and Martley Primary schools. They are helping to
plan activity sessions and also umpire.

Year 8 Inter-Form Handball competition, Monday 10th October. Congratulations to Georgia Bates in Year
11 who co-ordinated the challenge to
run a competition in school. Georgia
displayed excellent leadership skills
Please can pupils check the fixtures to liase with the Form Tutors and
white board every Friday about the Sports Captains. The competition
following week. Andy Stone- Head of PE saw almost 30 pupils enjoy a wellrun competition. Woodbury were the
Congratulations to Alice Crump who champions !
has successfully trialled for NPL
(Netball Premiership League) and Young Leaders promote the Gymalso
congratulations
to
Jodie nastics Club : Thanks to a group
Whiteman who has managed to get of Year 9 Young leaders led by Ellie
Hunstone, The Chantry continues to
into West Brom. PDC Football.
hold a Gymnastics club after school
Girls’ football mash up will be starting every Friday. With their help, the club
on Thursdays after school after the has become very popular with a waiting list for after Christmas. If you are
half term break.
interested in joining please contact
Girls’ Hockey has got off to a good the school office directly.
start so far this year with U16 team November…Yoga at The Chantry:
winning both their fixtures against We are lucky enough to have a Yoga
Dysons and narrowly missing out on coach who would like to re-start Yogetting through to the finals at a ga sessions on Mondays after school
County tournament.
in the Dance Studio. The sessions
are due to start on Monday 7th NoY8 Young Sports Leaders 2016- vember and there is a small cost.
2017 : The new Young Leaders have Please contact the school office.
been chosen. The applicants were
again very strong and the final deci- Get Set For Action:th
sions were very difficult from the list On Wednesday, 28 September a
team of Young Leaders (the Get Set
of 63 hopeful pupils in Year 8.
Thank you to all those pupils who team) and the new Community Leadexpressed an interest in taking this ers from The Chantry held a tea parrole up, and we are truly sorry for ty and social meeting for the over
60s, from in and around Martley at
those we have to disappoint.
Martley Village Hall. This was the
The Young Leaders exist to enhance third of the tea party events that we
provision for young people in sport. have held and it was a great success
Below are some of the ways we are due to the extra helping hand given
supporting that area.
to us by the new Community Leaders, led and organised by Mrs Simmonds, Mrs Blunt, Ellis Miles, Elysia
It was a very busy start to the year Field and Tommy Fouweather.
for the Chantry Young Sports
Leaders : Thank you and well There were many treats that the

many guests could indulge themselves in such as tea, coffee, homemade cakes and the wonderful piano
playing of Conor Burton and Charlie
Irish. There were many interesting
tales regaled at the event, mainly
from Mr Boone talking about the
Americans who stole his ice cream
machine! The event was a real
chance for us all to make stronger
connections with the local community
and we hope to further this relationship by holding more of these events
in the foreseeable future. We had a
wonderful time!
The ‘Get Set’ team and Community Leaders.
Michael Davies and Conor Burton

Democracy Day
The Chantry had an excellent day at
The Chase, Malvern on Wed. 12 October taking part in a local democracy event organised by Malvern Hills
District Council. They had to prepare
and debate on the subject "Lack of
youth participation in politics – who’s
to blame?" with Chantry taking the
side 'Government is to blame for not
doing enough to engage with young
people'. We were by far the youngest team with two other schools fielding sixth formers. But there was no
stopping The Chantry boys, led by
spokesman Harrison Gibbons, and
they duly won the debating competition.
Y10: Ben Reader and Will Higgins;
Y9: Harrison Gibbons and Adam
Scurrell; Y8: Fred Hewitt and Tom
McKinnon Bell
Dave Lewis put in a lot of work to
prepare the boys beforehand and
also accompanied them to Malvern.
Mr Stuart Day

On Wednesday, 12th October six
pupils went to a Democracy Day organised by the Malvern Hills County
Council. It involved debating against
other schools, simulating the council
budget and deciding where to spend
it and where to cut spending and the
opportunity to ask questions of Malvern Hills Councillors. Our school
was successful in the debate and
we won a placque because of it. It
was great to be involved in and the
whole experience was very organised and stimulating.
Adam Scurrell and Harrison Gibbins Y8

