
Responses to questions and comments raised in Consultation Process regarding 
expansion of The Chantry School from 145 PAN to 180 PAN 

 
Background 
The Chantry School is proposing to expand from a 5 form (145 Pupil Admission 
Number) to a 6 form (180 PAN) from September 18, or sooner if required. A 
consultation on this proposal ran from 15th Dec 2015 to 29th January 2016. Views of 
stakeholders were sought, including parents, staff, Friends of The Chantry School. 
Feeder primary schools, local Parish councils, nearby secondary schools and 
Worcestershire County Council.  
 
 
Responses 
The school received 12 responses from the following stakeholders: 
 
Parish Councils – 2 
District Councillor – 1 
Worcestershire County Council - 1 
Staff – 2 
Primary School – 1 
Secondary school -1 
Parents of existing pupils – 2 
Parents of primary age pupils – 2 
 
Of these, 9 comments are supportive of the plans to increase. 3 raise questions 
which are dealt with below. None are against the proposal. 
 
Questions requiring a response: 

1. Which feeder schools are also expanding? If none are, then why does The 
Chantry need to? If you retain your catchment area and feeder schools, then 
does The Chantry really need to expand at all?  
Response The demand for places within catchment is demonstrated by the 
forecast figures from Worcestershire County Council (attached as appendix 
A). In 2020 for example, there are already 175 pupils on roll within the feeder 
primary schools. This is before any increase in numbers due to housing are 
accounted for. Worcestershire County Council said in their response to the 
consultation that ‘the justification for additional places is clear’. WCC are the 
commissioning authority for places and are funding the increased need. 
The existing numbers within the primary phase demonstrate there is more 
capacity at this level than there is at secondary. Hence, it is not necessary for 
expansion in the primary phase to match actions in the secondary. The 
provision of sufficient places at primary phase is a matter for WCC Basic Need 
planning team, just as it is for secondary. 

 
2. Would a Sixth Form be more suitable? 

Response As discussed above, the need for increased school places at age 11 
has been clearly demonstrated. Currently, pupils leave The Chantry School 



and access a very wide range of destinations including VIth form provision as 
far as Hereford, Stourbridge and Worcester. There is not, to our knowledge, a 
deficit of available places. Consequently the funding that is available is 
targeted at age 11, not post 16. 
However, Governors are aware that many parents would wish their child to 
stay for 6th form education at The Chantry School. It is their current view that 
with a cohort of 145 in Y11, it would be economically unviable to create a 6th 
form in the current funding landscape. Governors remain mindful that this 
may be a path the school would choose to follow in the future should the 
economic conditions and demand allow. 
 

3. What development plans are there for the school as overcrowding seems to 
be a real issue already? 
Response The school needs to expand to include some more general 
teaching classrooms, but also some specialist provision such as Music, Drama, 
Science and IT where our current facilities will be under capacity. We also 
need to ensure sufficient dining space, which is already at a premium with 
725 pupils on site. We are also aware of the flow around the site, particularly 
in the corridor area outside the library and we will be working with architects 
to consider ways that we can successfully address this issue with the extra 
pupils. Car parking is also a concern that we need to address. 
It is impossible though to be definitive about this answer until we have 
completed the building feasibility study. These will be published to 
stakeholders as they become available. 
 
 
There were also specific responses required to questions from staff regarding 
internal school organisation that will be dealt with via a separate response. 
 
 
Responses approved by Governors’ Premises Committee 3rd March 2016 
 


